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How Do You Build a Racially Just and
Strategic HIV Movement?

These 24 HIV leaders of color offer an answer by drafting “A Declaration of Liberation.”

In a time of burgeoning white supremacy and racism, it is vital that organizations involved in HIV
work examine their practices and ensure that they're not unjust or oppressive. To help such
groups achieve that goal, over 50 leaders of color in the HIV movement have drafted a framework
titled “A Declaration of Liberation: Building a Racially Just and Strategic Domestic HIV Movement.”

“Advocates and policy makers are racing to end the HIV pandemic, but that will remain a tall task
if we continue to look away from the racial injustices experienced by Black and brown bodies,” say
Cecilia Chung of the Transgender Law Center in a Positive Women's Network-USA press release
about the document. “The past 35 years have taught us that HIV is not a single issue; neither is
the issue of race. The updated national HIV strategy guides us to look deeper into social
determinants of HIV prevention and treatment; it is time to recognize how oppressions intertwine
and how racial inequity affects every praxis that drives the pandemic.

“There is no better time than now,” she continues, “to affirm our goals to build power among
racial, sexual and gender minority communities.”

The eight-page framework was drafted and edited over the course of several months beginning in
July with funding from the Elton John AIDS Foundation and the Ford Foundation. It's presented by
the Racial Justice Framework Group.

The group views the document as a first step, according to the press release, and it hopes to
create additional resources specific to the HIV community.

The document begins:

» What could radical leadership look like from an aligned, collaborative group of people of
color under current conditions in HIV community work, and in the HIV movement?
* What becomes possible when organizations begin to share resources, ideas, space, in ways

outside the patriarchal model of “keeping what’s mine” to which we have been
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indoctrinated?
« If practices at your organization present a barrier to your ability to work in ways you know
are an actual path to health, dignity, and liberation for communities of color, what do you

need from a group that is an “escape hatch”?

We, as a collective of people of color leaders in the HIV justice movement, write these words in
the most precarious of times. The current president of the United States uses his platform in
service of the oppression of people of color and other marginalized communities. Our efforts
are often overwhelmed by the weight of violence, past and present, directed at our sacred
Black and brown bodies. Yet we are not fragile. We are boundlessly powerful. People of color
have always fought back, and led the way in innovating new, creative responses to
oppression. We have not only history, but also the force of an inclusive, intersectional and
transformative vision on our side.

This document is our declaration of liberation. It begins to name and claim a collective vision
for resistance practice in the HIV movement, grounded in racial justice.

“HIV is a sign of inequity in this country and the world,” explains Maximillian Boykin of the HIV
Prevention Justice Alliance, in the press release. “Our country’s approach to prevention and care
focused on controlling Black and brown bodies, and heteronormative education instead of
embracing an understanding of pleasure, culture, and identity, continue to hurt those most
impacted by HIV. In these politically charged times, it is important for us to have a place to create
what is needed for us to promote true health equity and end the epidemic.

“This framework, and those who collaborated to create it, intend to help create a political home—a
space for us to learn, grow, and build with one another rooted in community, racial justice and
intersectionality, in order to break down the silos and push for our communities to thrive.”

You can download a PDF of the declaration here.
The document was drafted and signed by The Racial Justice Framework Group. They are:

Maxx Boykin, HIV Prevention Justice Alliance
Gina Brown, Southern AIDS Coalition

Marco Castro-Bojorquez, Venas Abiertas
Cecilia Chung, Transgender Law Center
Daniel Driffin, THRIVE SS, Inc.

Kenyon Farrow, writer and activist
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Olivia G. Ford, HIV media editor/writer

Deon Haywood, Women With a Vision

Venton C. Jones, Jr., National Black Justice Coalition
Naina Khanna, Positive Women’s Network-USA
Johnnie Kornegay, CounterNarrative Project

Suraj Madoori, Treatment Action Group

Venita Ray

Valerie Rochester, AIDS United

Arneta Rogers, Positive Women’s Network-USA

Kiara St. James, New York Trans Advocacy Group
Bamby Salcedo, TransLatin@ Coalition

Jennie Smith-Camejo, Positive Women’s Network-USA
Andrew Spieldenner, US People Living With HIV Caucus
Charles Stephens, CounterNarrative Project

Robert Suttle, SERO Project

Marvell L. Terry Il, The Red Door Foundation, Inc.
Aimee Thorne-Thomsen, Advocates for Youth

Lisa Diane White, SisterLove, Inc.
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