REALHEALTH

“30 Days of HIV” to Mobilize and
Inspire African Americans

The Black AIDS Institute launched this three-pronged campaign that ends June 27, National HIV
Testing Day.

National HIV Testing Day is marked annually on June 27, but this year the new campaign “30 Days
of HIV” hopes to raise awareness of the epidemic among African Americans for the weeks leading
up to NHTD.

Launched by the Black AIDS Institute, a national think tank focused on HIV and Black Americans,
“30 Days of HIV” kicks off on May 27. According to an announcement on the Black AIDS Institute’s
website, the national campaign includes three distinct elements:

e An online national community calendar that promotes HIV and health-related events serving

Black communities

* “In the Life,” an Instagram storytelling series that features images of Black, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer (GBTQ) and same-gender-loving (SGL) men who are often erased from the

media

 Daily Actions to mobilize Black communities and those who serve them to end the HIV/AIDS

epidemic.

“Even though it is not in the news to the extent it was a few years ago, HIV/AIDS is an ongoing and
among some sectors, tragically growing crisis in Black communities,” said Phill Wilson, the
institute’s president and CEO, in the announcement. “Our house is still on fire and we seem to
have become complacent. ‘30 Days of HIV' is designed to shine a new spotlight on the problem,
but more importantly on who we are and what we can do about it, if we focus.”

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), in 2015, Black Americans accounted for 45



https://www.blackaids.org/news-2017/3067-30-days-of-hiv-overview
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html

percent of HIV diagnoses, though they constitute just 12 percent of the population. Young Black
gay men face a 50 percent risk of contracting HIV during their lifetime. And Black women
represent 60 percent of new infections among women.

Below is a sample tweet promoting the new campaign.

Have a health/HIV event btw 5/27-6/27 for #Black
communities? Submit to Online Community Calendar
https://t.co/NtMYsOUZk7 #30DaysOfHIV #NHTD
pic.twitter.com/9tNwOQODbIPr
— Black AIDS Institute (@blackaids) May 24, 2017
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